
Govt. set to develop network of inland waterways to reduce 
pressure on rail and roadways: Nitin Gadkari 

 
New Delhi, 20 December 2014: While addressing the session on ‘Transportation - Importance of surface and water
transportation in India’s growth’, Mr. Nitin Jairam Gadkari, Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways,
Shipping, said that inland waterways was a significant sector as it offered a cheap and pollution-free mode of
transportation. As inland waterways transport is underutilised in the country, the government was planning to
develop a network of inland waterways having the required navigable draft (depth) to enable goods transportation. It
will also help in reducing pressure on rail and road transport systems and cost of transportation.
 
In this regard, Mr. Gadkari invited private investments to partner via PPP model. He also urged FICCI to organize an
independent conference focused on encouraging inland waterways, which would be beneficial to all stakeholders.
 
Mr. Gadkari said that to support the government’s drive of ‘Clean India’, proposals have been made for change of
fuel from petrol and diesel to biomass, electricity and other green energies for city and school buses. The successful
implementation of the proposal would result in bringing down import of fuels significantly.
 
He also stated that there were proposals for creating water, sea and bus ports on the lines of airports terminals and
urged the industry to come forward with suggestions in this regard. Mr. Gadkari informed that satellite dry ports
were on the government’s agenda to enhance connectivity and decongest the major ports. Besides dry ports,
government is also planning to develop sea ports/water ports for landing of special aircrafts (sea planes) in order to
boost tourism in the country. He added that to improve the hinterland connectivity in the country, the government
was planning to set up a Railway Corporation exclusively to build rail connectivity to major ports.
 
He stated that the Government was planning to carry out dredging at Madras Port to ensure the draft 20 meters so
that large cape-size vessels could anchor at the port. The project was being taken up under PPP mode and a private
player was expected to invest around Rs. 500 crore and cost of the project would be recovered by charging royalty
on the consignments.
 
On financing infrastructure projects, he said that it had emerged as a big challenge. To raise necessary funding for
long term projects in PPP mode, Mr. Gadkari soon plans to share a presentation with Indian banks. 
 
Speaking on dispute resolution, Mr. Gadkari said that there was a need to create an independent mechanism for
speedy resolution of disputes as escalating cases to courts delay the process of decision-making.
 
Mr. Harsh Pati Singhania, Past President, FICCI and Vice Chairman & Managing Director, JK Paper Ltd., said
that there was a need to devise a mechanism to raise long term finance by way of equity and debt funds for
infrastructure projects which have long gestation periods.
 
On inland waterways, he said that it was an efficient and cheap mode of transportation, having the ability to enhance
the competitiveness of business and benefit society. However, Mr. Singhania pointed out that the biggest challenges
for inland waterways would be management of rivers and creating the last mile connectivity.
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